
MUST-DO IN SAI GON

Visiting this museum can be a 
traumatic experience for some 
as it showcases the brutalities of 
war and the horrors inflicted on 
the civilian population of 
Vietnam during the conflict. As 
well as the expected displays of 
military hardware and graphic 
photograph, there is an 
exhibition of posters and photos 
that highlight the international 
anti-war movement.

Perhaps not the most 
spectacular pagoda in the city, 
this shrine to the supreme 
Taoist god, the King of Heaven 
is also known also as the 
Tortoise Pagoda. One of the 
top five shrines in the city it 
draws crowds of tourists, as 
well as locals who still use this 
as their place of worship.

Although not in the city itself, 
no visit to southern Vietnam 
would be complete without a 
trip to the Mekong Delta for a 
half day, day, or even 
overnight. With plenty of tours 
available, most will give you a 
glimpse of the rich culture of 
the Mekong River Delta with 
visits to traditional villages, 
farms, floating markets, fruit 
orchards and plantations.

War Remnants Museum Jade Emperor Pagoda Mekong Delta 

A recent addition to Saigon’s 
department stores, this 
Japanese owned shopping 
centre is located in the heart 
of the city and describes itself 
as the premium destination 
for an urban lifestyle. With a 
selection of European, Asian 
and American retail and F&B 
outlets, the store appeals 
mainly to upper- and 
middle-class shoppers.

Takashimaya

Described by many as a 
‘must-visit’ when in Saigon, this 
large, centrally located market 
is full of handicrafts, textiles, 
souvenirs and hawker-style 
cuisine, and is fascinating to 
wander around avoiding the 
grasps of vendors hoping to 
draw you into their stall. In the 
evening, the building is 
surrounded by an outside night 
market where locals come to 
eat and haggle.

For ladies who love fashion, this 
house showcases the 
spectacular collections of one of 
Vietnam’s leading contemporary 
designers. Artfully combining 
modern design with traditional 
influence, Thuy’s creations are 
both elegant and sophisticated, 
drawing inspiration from her 
background as a successful 
artist and painter in ways that 
others cannot compare with.

Ben Thanh Market Thuy Design House
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MUST-EAT IN SAI GON

In a city that never sleeps it 
comes as no surprise that food 
and drink are found on almost 
every corner. There are areas of 
the city famed for their 
collection of little stalls selling 
all wonders of bites and 
nibbles, but if it’s a little 
daunting there are plenty of 
food tours that will show you 
the go-to places. 

Vietnam is a Buddhist country 
so it comes as no surprise that 
vegan and vegetarian food 
features highly in the local 
cuisine. With locations in 
Districts 1, 2 and 3, this 
restaurant serves original 
interpretations of traditional 
dishes that highlight the health 
benefits of each ingredient. 
Popular among locals, all three 
restaurants offer a serene and 
calm atmosphere.  

Street Foods

This contemporary restaurant 
and bar showcases some of the 
best cuisine Vietnam has to 
offer in a warm and welcoming 
environment. With dishes from 
the north and south, the 
restaurant’s name pays 
homage to Vietnam’s love of 
garlic. Located in the heart of 
Saigon’s backpacker district, 
it’s a great place to start an 
evening of fun.

The Garlik Hum Vietnam

Named after the highly 
nutritious fruit, this hidden 
gem of a bar tucked away on 
the second floor draws its 
inspiration from the 
international art of mixology. 
With masterfully crafted 
signature cocktails and an 
unpretentious vibe, the bar 
hosts regular acoustic jazz 
events and is popular among 
the local and expat crowd.

Tamarind

Boasting the most extensive 
collection of craft beers on 
tap in Vietnam, this chain of 
bars with locations around 
town is a must-visit for all 
those wanting to explore the 
country’s bourgeoning craft 
beer scene. Founded by an 
American chef, they also 
serve an impressive selection 
of bar bites to compliment the 
beers.

In a city of rooftop bars, this 
District 1 venue stands above 
others as the ‘cool’ place to 
hang out for the city’s 
discerning party-goer in search 
of a more ‘underground’ vibe. 
Attracting both locals and 
expats, a weekly line-up of 
international and Vietnamese 
DJs keep the sound pumping 
and the crowd jumping.

Bia Craft Artisanal Ales The Lighthouse
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